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WelcomeWelcomeWelcomeWelcome…………    
Eastertide is Eastertide is Eastertide is Eastertide is the 50the 50the 50the 50----day period beginning wday period beginning wday period beginning wday period beginning with Easterith Easterith Easterith Easter    Sunday anSunday anSunday anSunday and ending with d ending with d ending with d ending with 
the celebration of Penthe celebration of Penthe celebration of Penthe celebration of Pentectectectecost.  ost.  ost.  ost.  How beautiful that the Church's celebration of How beautiful that the Church's celebration of How beautiful that the Church's celebration of How beautiful that the Church's celebration of 
New Life anNew Life anNew Life anNew Life and Resurrection alignd Resurrection alignd Resurrection alignd Resurrection aligns withs withs withs with    the season of Spring hthe season of Spring hthe season of Spring hthe season of Spring here in the ere in the ere in the ere in the 

NorNorNorNortttthern hern hern hern HemisphereHemisphereHemisphereHemisphere.  As one.  As one.  As one.  As one    hhhhymn puts it, "ymn puts it, "ymn puts it, "ymn puts it, "See, the spring of souls todaSee, the spring of souls todaSee, the spring of souls todaSee, the spring of souls today, y, y, y, 
Christ Christ Christ Christ has burst has burst has burst has burst death's prison!"  Just as the drearydeath's prison!"  Just as the drearydeath's prison!"  Just as the drearydeath's prison!"  Just as the dreary    drdrdrdrab colab colab colab cold of winter bursts d of winter bursts d of winter bursts d of winter bursts 
into green new life around us, we experinto green new life around us, we experinto green new life around us, we experinto green new life around us, we experience the lifeience the lifeience the lifeience the life----givingivingivingiving poweg poweg poweg powerrrr    of the of the of the of the 

gospel as we mgospel as we mgospel as we mgospel as we meeeeeeeet Jesus heret Jesus heret Jesus heret Jesus here....    
ForForForFor    175 years175 years175 years175 years, , , , FiFiFiFirst Reformed Church rst Reformed Church rst Reformed Church rst Reformed Church has been a place celebrating thas been a place celebrating thas been a place celebrating thas been a place celebrating the "spring he "spring he "spring he "spring 
of souls"of souls"of souls"of souls"    that we find in Jesus.  So, whetherthat we find in Jesus.  So, whetherthat we find in Jesus.  So, whetherthat we find in Jesus.  So, whether    youyouyouyou've b've b've b've been worshipping here for een worshipping here for een worshipping here for een worshipping here for 
90+ years, whether this is your f90+ years, whether this is your f90+ years, whether this is your f90+ years, whether this is your first time here, whetirst time here, whetirst time here, whetirst time here, whether youher youher youher you''''re old or young, re old or young, re old or young, re old or young, 
a lia lia lia lifelong Cfelong Cfelong Cfelong Christihristihristihristian or san or san or san or someone seomeone seomeone seomeone seekekekekininining answers to life's g answers to life's g answers to life's g answers to life's questions, this is a questions, this is a questions, this is a questions, this is a 
pppplace to lace to lace to lace to meet Jesus,meet Jesus,meet Jesus,meet Jesus,    our riseour riseour riseour risen Lord, and find new life, abundant n Lord, and find new life, abundant n Lord, and find new life, abundant n Lord, and find new life, abundant lifelifelifelife, cha, cha, cha, changed nged nged nged 

life, meaningful life in himlife, meaningful life in himlife, meaningful life in himlife, meaningful life in him        

SEVENTHSEVENTHSEVENTHSEVENTH    SUNDAYSUNDAYSUNDAYSUNDAY    OF EASTEROF EASTEROF EASTEROF EASTER    
MMMMayayayay    21212121, 2023, 2023, 2023, 2023    

 

WWWWEEEE    AAAAPPPPPPPPRRRROOOOAAAACCCCHHHH    GGGGOOOODDDD    
 

OrganOrganOrganOrgan    PPPPrrrreleleleluuuuddddeeee “Early in the Morning, Our Song Shall Rise to Thee” 
    “There is a Higher Throne” 
    “Great is Thy Faithfulness” 

 

WelcomWelcomWelcomWelcome & Ge & Ge & Ge & Grrrreeeeeeeetitititingngngng    Pastor Anthony Bolkema 
 

****CongregatiCongregatiCongregatiCongregational Woonal Woonal Woonal Worsrsrsrshihihihipppp    ““““SSSSiiiinnnngggg    PPPPrrrraaaaiiiisssseeee    ttttoooo    tttthhhheeee    FFFFaaaatttthhhheeeerrrr””””    
    ““““LLLLeeeetttt    IIIItttt    RRRRiiiisssseeee””””    
    ““““WorWorWorWorthy,thy,thy,thy,    YYYYoooouuuu    AAAArrrreeee    WWWWoooorrrrtttthhhhyyyy””””    

 

PPPPrayerayerayerayer r r r of Confeof Confeof Confeof Confessiossiossiossionnnn    Pastor Corey Buchanan 
 

SoSoSoSong of Asng of Asng of Asng of Assusususurancerancerancerance    ““““CCCCoooorrrrnnnneeeerrrrssssttttoooonnnneeee””””    
 

THETHETHETHE    WOWOWOWORRRRD D D D OFOFOFOF    GGGGODODODOD    
 

ScripScripScripScripttttuuuurrrreeee    Matthew 11:1Matthew 11:1Matthew 11:1Matthew 11:1----11119999    
 

SSSSerererermomomomonnnn    ““““DDDDoooouuuubbbbtttt    &&&&    DDDDiiiissssaaaappppppppooooiiiinnnnttttmmmmeeeennnntttt    
 

SSSSong of Responseong of Responseong of Responseong of Response    ““““BBBBlllleeeesssssssseeeedddd    AAAAssssssssuuuurrrraaaannnncccceeee””””    
 

WE REWE REWE REWE RESPSPSPSPOOOONNNNDDDD    TO GTO GTO GTO GODODODOD    
 

CCCConononongregregregreggggaaaattttiiiioooonnnnal Pal Pal Pal Prarararayeyeyeyerrrr    Pastor Corey Buchanan 
 

OOOOffffffffeeeerrrrttttooooryryryry    “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” 
 

****DoxologyDoxologyDoxologyDoxology      
 

****BenedictionBenedictionBenedictionBenediction    Pastor Steven Harrison 
 

****SendingSendingSendingSending    in Gin Gin Gin Grarararacececece    ““““The Day of ResurrectionThe Day of ResurrectionThe Day of ResurrectionThe Day of Resurrection””””    
 

PostluPostluPostluPostluddddeeee    “Standing on the Promises” 
 

****ThThThThososososeeee    wwwwhohohoho    arararareeee    aaaabbbble ple ple ple plllleaeaeaeasssse stae stae stae stand.nd.nd.nd.    
    
    
    
    

PPPPlllleeeeaseaseasease    jjjjoin oin oin oin uuuus ds ds ds doooowwwwnnnnstairs instairs instairs instairs in    ththththe Fellowe Fellowe Fellowe Fellowshshshshiiiipppp    HaHaHaHallllllll    aaaaftefteftefterrrr    wowowoworrrrshshshshiiiipppp    ffffoooor r r r a a a a ccccupupupup    ooooffff    cocococonvernvernvernverssssaaaatiotiotiotion ann ann ann andddd    a coa coa coa coooookikikikieeee....    



    CCCCAAAARRRREEEE…………    
    

RRRRuth uth uth uth DeBoerDeBoerDeBoerDeBoer    was admitted to Franciscan Hospital in Munster with a broken 

vertebrae due to a fall. She has also contracted pneumonia.    
 

Grace JacobGrace JacobGrace JacobGrace Jacobsma sma sma sma is recovering from shoulder replacement surgery at Hartsfield 

Rehab. 
 

BBBBev Van Dommelenev Van Dommelenev Van Dommelenev Van Dommelen continues her recovery from a broken leg. 
 

Carol BaCarol BaCarol BaCarol Barnesrnesrnesrnes    continues in rehab in Florida due to a broken hip. 
 

AlicAlicAlicAliceeee    KaKaKaKattttssss has been transitioned to hospice care in her home. 
 

KathKathKathKathyyyy    OoOoOoOorrrrd d d d begins four weeks of radiation treatment this month. 
 

RRRRaaaacccchhhheeeellll    WWWWooleooleooleooleyyyy’s tumor in the colon is gone.  The tumors in the liver are now 

being treated with immunotherapy and chemotherapy. 
  

Pray for Mike and Pam Costello's son, ShawnShawnShawnShawn, who has undergone spinal surgery at 

the University of Chicago.  Please pray for complete healing, and for Shawn to 

regain full lower body movement. 
 

Pray for MarMarMarMarshshshshaaaa    PiliPiliPiliPilippppowowowow as she tends to the health of her aging mother, Patricia, 

whose medical condition has gotten worse.  
 

LuLuLuLula la la la BrBrBrBrowowowownnnn, Felicia Flowers’ mother, is recovering from breast cancer surgery. 
 

DiaDiaDiaDiannennennenne    GrGrGrGrugugugugeeeerrrr,,,,    Megan DeYoung’s mother, has completed her treatment for lung 

cancer.  She continues in a monitoring stage. She is recovering from eye surgery. 
 

OOOOUUUURRRR    EEEEXXXXTTTTEEEENNNNDDDDEEEEDDDD    FFFFAAAAMMMMIIIILLLLYYYY::::     Mary Thompson, 16418 S. Dobson Ave., South 

Holland, IL 60473 

VIVIVIVISITSITSITSIT    TTTTHHHHEEEE    WWWWELCOELCOELCOELCOMMMME E E E CECECECENNNNTETETETERRRR in the narthex to sign cards for our shut-ins and 

hospitalized. 

   OUR GIFTS…OUR GIFTS…OUR GIFTS…OUR GIFTS…    
SSSSunday, unday, unday, unday, May May May May 14141414    

Basket Total: $5,377.30; Online Total: $3,660.00   

    Giving Total: $9,037.30   
 

OOOON DUTY FN DUTY FN DUTY FN DUTY FOOOOR R R R MMMMAAAAYYYY    21212121…………    
FFFFirsirsirsirst t t t EmEmEmEmergencyergencyergencyergency::::  Mary Decker 

First SecuFirst SecuFirst SecuFirst Security:rity:rity:rity:  Mike Costello 

UUUUPPPP    &&&&    CCCCOOOOMMMMIIIINNNNGGGG    AAAATTTT    FFFFIIIIRRRRSSSSTTTT…………    
    

SSSSUUUUNNNNDDDDAAAAYYYY,,,,    MAY MAY MAY MAY 21212121    
GGGGRRRREEEEEEEETTTTEEEERRRRSSSS::::     Cindy Nylen and Rodger Norris 

WWWWEEEELLLLCCCCOOOOMMMMEEEE    CCCCEEEENNNNTTTTEEEERRRR::::    Raylene Oord 

WWWWOOOORRRRSSSSHIHIHIHIP P P P TEAM:  TEAM:  TEAM:  TEAM:  Nolan Bolkema, Dacia Hill, Nikki Nyhanna, and Nick Paarlberg 

PPPPRRRROOOOJJJJECECECECTTTTIIIIOOOONNNN: Felicia Flowers 

VVVVIIIIDDDDEEEEOOOO: Keith Flowers 

SOSOSOSOUUUUNNNNDDDD:  :  :  :  Rhonda Hesselink 

OOOORRRRGGGGAAAAN:N:N:N: Joanne Hoeksema 

PIANOPIANOPIANOPIANO: : : : Jeremiah Green 

NNNNUUUURSRSRSRSEEEERRRRYYYY::::    Darcy Daly and Amber Fransen 

CCCCOOOOFFFFFFFFEE SEEE SEEE SEEE SERRRRVVVVEEEERSRSRSRS::::    Trina Taylor, Gwen Adams, and Faye Gowens 

CCCCOOOOOOOOKIE VKIE VKIE VKIE VOLUNTEERS:OLUNTEERS:OLUNTEERS:OLUNTEERS:    Nyla DeGraff, Mary Bosman, and Gerri VanBaren 

 

MMMMOOOONDNDNDNDAAAAYYYY,,,,    MAY MAY MAY MAY 22222222    
7777::::00000PM:0PM:0PM:0PM:    Music Team Rehearsal in the Sanctuary 

 

THURSTHURSTHURSTHURSDDDDAAAAYYYY,,,,    MAY MAY MAY MAY 22225555    
4:004:004:004:00----6:006:006:006:00PM:PM:PM:PM:  Clothing Closet in the Activity Center 

 

SSSSUUUUNNNNDDDDAAAAYYYY,,,,    MAY MAY MAY MAY 28282828    
GGGGRRRREEEEEEEETTTTEEEERRRRSSSS::::    Dennis Woltzen and Don VanBaren; WWWWEEEELLLLCCCCOOOOMMMMEEEE    CCCCEEEENNNNTTTTEEEERRRR::::    Deb Woltzen 

WWWWOOOORRRRSSSSHIHIHIHIP P P P TEAM:TEAM:TEAM:TEAM:    Lucas Bolkema, Nolan Bolkema, Daniel Day, Julia Keep, Lisa 

Triemstra, and Rachel Wooley 

PPPPRRRROOOOJJJJECECECECTTTTIIIIOOOONNNN: Izzy Veldboom 

VVVVIIIIDDDDEEEEOOOO: Eric Pradelski 

SOSOSOSOUUUUNNNNDDDD: : : : Aaron Wooley 

OOOORRRRGGGGAAAAN:N:N:N: Joanne Hoeksema 

PIANOPIANOPIANOPIANO: : : : Amy Veldboom 

NNNNUUUURSRSRSRSEEEERRRRYYYY::::    Darcy Daly and Abby Veldboom 

CCCCOOOOFFFFFFFFEE SEEE SEEE SEEE SERRRRVVVVEEEERSRSRSRS::::    Rodger & Sherry Norris and Cindy Nylen 

COOCOOCOOCOOKIE VKIE VKIE VKIE VOLUNTEERS:OLUNTEERS:OLUNTEERS:OLUNTEERS:    Nancy DeVries, Barb Grevengoed, and Joanne Hoeksema 



CCCCHHHHUUUURRRRCCCCHHHH    LLLLIIIIFFFFEEEE…………    
 

TTTTODAY WE WELCOME TO OUR PULPITODAY WE WELCOME TO OUR PULPITODAY WE WELCOME TO OUR PULPITODAY WE WELCOME TO OUR PULPIT Pastor Steven Harrison.  Pastor Harrison 

is the new pastor of Grace Church in Lansing and developed and taught the Bible 

and Theology Curriculum at Unity Christian Academy, where he served as the 

Head of Administration.  Steven and his wife, Chloe, have three children: Shalom, 

Storie, and Shepherd.  We are so excited to hear God's Word from Pastor Harrison! 
 

JJJJOIN US OOIN US OOIN US OOIN US ON THE FRONT LAWN N THE FRONT LAWN N THE FRONT LAWN N THE FRONT LAWN this afternoon from 3:00pm-4:30pm for a time of 

yard games and fellowship.  Games such as Lawn Yahtzee, Bean Bags, Can Jam, 

Giant Jenga, Spike Ball, etc. will be available for play, and you should please feel 

free to bring any of your own games.  Contact Anthony with any questions!  
 

AAAA    SPECIASPECIASPECIASPECIALLLL    THANK YOU TO THETHANK YOU TO THETHANK YOU TO THETHANK YOU TO THE    COCOCOCONGREGNGREGNGREGNGREGATION ATION ATION ATION for your nominations, 

attendance, and vote at this years’ congregational meeting.  The following 

members were elected to office:  Elders: Don DeGraff, Russ Paarlberg, and Clint 

Verhagen.  Deacons:  Sara Jabaay and Noreen VanDeursen.  Trustees:  Mark 

Spiekhout and Don VanDeursen.  The Consistory and congregation take this 

opportunity to give thanks to God for the leading of these individuals to service in 

our church.  We pray for God’s blessings on each of them as they will take 

important leadership positions in 2023-2024.  We also bless God for the humble 

leadership and service of Andy DeBoer, Barb Grevengoed, Bill Nyhanna, Cindy 

Nylen, Ron Rietveld, Clifton Rhodes, and Dennis Woltzen, who are outgoing 

members of the Consistory. 
 

SUSUSUSUMMER BOMMER BOMMER BOMMER BOOKOKOKOK    CLUB:CLUB:CLUB:CLUB: Over the summer, we will be reviving our Book Club for 

the months of June, July, and August.  Books will be distributed at the beginning of 

the month; we will meet to discuss what we've read on the last Sunday of each 

month following our church service.  Sign up at the Welcome Centers. 
 

LEAN IN LEAN IN LEAN IN LEAN IN 2022022022023:3:3:3: As discussed at the congregational meeting (if you weren't there, 

talk to a pastor or elder), we are asking everyone to re-sign up for various 

volunteer positions, under the headings of "Welcome," "Worship," "Dig In," and 

"Reach Out."  We need the help of every member of the congregation to "lean in" 

and commit to the continuing ministry and mission of First Reformed Church as we 

grow together in the grace of Christ.  Sign-ups are located in the Fellowship Hall.  

Re-commit to the ministries you're already involved in and/or get involved in 

something new!  Let's lean in and live out! 

FAMILY LIFEFAMILY LIFEFAMILY LIFEFAMILY LIFE    CHRISCHRISCHRISCHRISTIAN PRETIAN PRETIAN PRETIAN PRE----SCHOOL & DAY CARE GRADUATIONSCHOOL & DAY CARE GRADUATIONSCHOOL & DAY CARE GRADUATIONSCHOOL & DAY CARE GRADUATION is scheduled 

for FridFridFridFriday, June 2ay, June 2ay, June 2ay, June 2, at 3:00pm in the Sanctuary.  All First Church members are 

invited to come and support our families in the Family Life Day Care Program. 
 

GGGGEEEETTTTTTTTING TOING TOING TOING TO    KNOWKNOWKNOWKNOW    YOYOYOYOU:U:U:U: When you go downstairs for coffee, take a look at the 

screens in the Fellowship Hall.  We're continuing a series of "Getting to Know You" 

slides where our church family can meet various members and learn interesting 

tidbits about each other.  We'll be starting with members of our staff but stay tuned... 

maybe you'll be interviewed next! 
 

RRRREMEMEMEMIIIINDNDNDNDERSERSERSERS…………    
PLPLPLPLEAEAEAEASE SE SE SE KEEP THEKEEP THEKEEP THEKEEP THE    PAPAPAPARKING AREA RKING AREA RKING AREA RKING AREA that is lined in the front and on the north side of 

the church - which is closest to the elevator - available for those who have difficulty 

walking.  Thank you! 
 

OASIS OASIS OASIS OASIS (Junior & Senior High Students) meets tonight, Sunday, May Sunday, May Sunday, May Sunday, May 21212121, from 6:30-

8:00pm in the Activity Center and Fellowship Hall.  If you are or know of a student 

in 6th – 12th grade who would like to participate in this ministry, please email 

Anthony at anthony@frcsh.org. 
 

MEMORMEMORMEMORMEMORIAIAIAIAL DAY PARADEL DAY PARADEL DAY PARADEL DAY PARADE will be held on MoMoMoMonnnnday, Mayday, Mayday, Mayday, May    29292929, at 11:00am.  The 

parade begins at South Park Avenue and 170th Street, heading north to Veterans 

Memorial Park. This parade is to honor those in the United States military who have 

risked their lives for all of us. Following the parade, there will be a remembrance 

ceremony at Veterans Memorial Park. 
 

AAAARRRREEEEAAAA    RRRREEEEMINDERSMINDERSMINDERSMINDERS…………    
SAVE THE DATE:SAVE THE DATE:SAVE THE DATE:SAVE THE DATE:  Saturday, September 23Saturday, September 23Saturday, September 23Saturday, September 23, is the Elim Dutch Festival.  Please think of 

ways in which you can be part of this wonderful ministry serving children and adults 

with disabilities.  We will need volunteers that day, baked or candy goodies, craft 

items, or any type of donation is appreciated.  If you have any questions, please call 

Judy Gill, Lynn Hoeksema, or Tricia Paarlberg. 
 

DONATE YOURDONATE YOURDONATE YOURDONATE YOUR    EXPEXPEXPEXPIRIRIRIRED EYEWEARED EYEWEARED EYEWEARED EYEWEAR to someone in need.  All donations go to the 

South Holland Lions Club for ‘Healthy Vision Month.’  Your donation can be 

dropped off to the South Holland Public Library at the Circulation Desk or at our 

Welcome Centers for the month of May. 



SERMON NOTES…SERMON NOTES…SERMON NOTES…SERMON NOTES…    
““““Doubt & DisappointmentDoubt & DisappointmentDoubt & DisappointmentDoubt & Disappointment””””    

Matthew 11:1Matthew 11:1Matthew 11:1Matthew 11:1----19191919    

Pastor Steven HarrisonPastor Steven HarrisonPastor Steven HarrisonPastor Steven Harrison    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PRAYER ROOM:  Need a word of encouragement or someone to pray with?  Come to the PRAYER ROOM:  Need a word of encouragement or someone to pray with?  Come to the PRAYER ROOM:  Need a word of encouragement or someone to pray with?  Come to the PRAYER ROOM:  Need a word of encouragement or someone to pray with?  Come to the 

prayer room after church until 11am.  It is located outside the double doors west of the prayer room after church until 11am.  It is located outside the double doors west of the prayer room after church until 11am.  It is located outside the double doors west of the prayer room after church until 11am.  It is located outside the double doors west of the 

Chapel.  A team of dedicated volunteers would welcome the opportChapel.  A team of dedicated volunteers would welcome the opportChapel.  A team of dedicated volunteers would welcome the opportChapel.  A team of dedicated volunteers would welcome the opportunity to pray with youunity to pray with youunity to pray with youunity to pray with you    

this morning.this morning.this morning.this morning.    

  
15924 South Park Avenue • South Holland, IL  60473 

Office: 708.333.0622 • Prayer Line: 708.333.8150 

E-mail: office@frcsh.org • Online at www.frcsh.org 
 

__________________________________________ 
 

SSSSTTTTAAAAFFFFFFFF…………    
Rev. James Oord    Gerri VanBaren 
Senior Pastor    Administrative Assistant 
 

Pastor Corey Buchanan   Steve Alexander 
Associate Pastor    Church Custodian 
 

Anthony Bolkema    Jane Ackerman 
Pastor of Worship & Ministry  Church Accountant 
 

Rev. Dr. Rich Grevengoed   Darcy Daly 
Pastor of Care & Visitation   Nursery Coordinator 
 

Nyla DeGraff    Toni Smith 
Church Administrator   Director of Family Life 
      Christian Pre-School & Day Care 

 

__________________________________________ 
 

Visit us online at www.frcsh.org 
 

_________________________________________ 
 

To get to know you better, please fill out our Welcome Card 
in the pew and place it in the offering plate.  If you want 

more information about the life of First Church, 
make sure to include your email address. 

SECRETARIES’ OFFICE HOURS 
9:00AM – NOON / Monday – Friday 


